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Kay Pettengill to be honored
at Bloom for Stepping Stones

Honorary Chair: Kay Pettengill
Honorary Hosts: Chip & Lisa Pettengill

Featuring: Tapas Dining, Music, Dancing,

- ; . Kay Pettengill, whose gentle words and hard facts have made her an irresistible
Live & Silent Auction Items

fund raiser for generations, is the honorary chairwoman of “Bloom,” Stepping Stones
Center’s premiere fund raising event on Aug. 21.

The tented garden party on the Stepping Stones’ grounds in Indian Hill includes
an auction, dinner by the bite, Bloom cocktails and live music. Guests will be able to
glance past the party lights and see the result of Pettengill’s fundraising debut with
Stepping Stones in the early 1970s — Hillside Hall, with an indoor warm-water pool and
gymnasium. Pettengill led the campaign that raised $1.2 million for the building as one of
her first projects after joining the Stepping Stones board in the early 1970s. She was the
fund raising force behind the major expansion in the 1980s of what is now called
Pettengill Hall for residential camp and respite services at Stepping Stones’ Camp Allyn
site in Batavia. She worked closely with the Cincinnati Rotary, which owns Camp Allyn

Questions?
Contact Theresa Ciampone
513-831-4660, ext. 39
theresa.ciampone@steppingstonescenter.org

(o] .
_%MP ’ ACCREDITED and is an ongoing champion of programming there.
/ /} - CHARITY Pettengill said Stepping Stones’ innovative programs for children and adults with
Cincinnal:i ACCREDITED B-E-BQ bbb.org Eiisabilities captured her he_art and sh?'s been gpregdir:g that c:?lptivatio_n ever since.
an United Way ) DS What happens here is so important,” Pettengill said. “We can'’t all be in the programs
of Greater Cincinnati helping the children and helping the adults, but we can all be part of making that happen.”

No one shall be denied services or employment because of color, race, national origin, religion, sex, disability or age. ( Tireless friend 1} i - contimued Page 7)
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Judy Selzer, Stepping Stones Agquatics Coordinator and Ken
Gee celebrate his Exceptional Volunteer Service ZAward.

Stepping Stones Honors
Exceptional Volunteer

Ken Gee, a formrer GE engineer who will turn
90 in July, was recognized for cutstanding volunteer
commitment at Stepping Stones Center’s Annual
Meeting. “They surprised me with the award,” he
said. “T didn’t think I was autstanding. I just wanted to

Gee started volunteering after he retived, and
has logged close to two decades - providing such
steadfast and reliable work that mary think he’s part
of the staff, said Aquatics Coordinator, Judy Selzer.

When Gee started participating in the water
fitness classes, he stayed after to help with
preschoolers, school groups and adults. “He has
been extremely dependable, even calling ahead if he
is unable to ke here to help,” said Selzer. When the
program started focusing on serious swimming skills,
Ken became my right hand man and a great swim-
ming instructor, helping to make sure that each child
who left our program was water safe and really
swimming.”

It was those youngsters who captured Gee’s
heart ard his volunteer hours. “I got such enjoyment
working with the toddlers and preschoolers, teaching
them to swim and seeing their progress. That was
the lure that kept me coming week after week,” he
said.

When Selzer suggested Gee teach the
comunity work-out class in the warm water fitness
program, Gee tock over as instructor and became
the best,” said Selzer. “I leamed the rautines,” said
Gee. “Ard if T <kip sarething, they let me know.”

For information or questians about the
Stepping Stone’s Aquatic program at the Given Road
location call 513-831-4660, ext. 24. or visit us an the
web at: www.steppingstonescenter.org.

Summer Wishlist

Laptop Computer with DVD
Digital Camera
Photo Printer
Photo Paper
4-wheel drive pick-up truck
Variety of garden hand tools
(i.e. rakes, shovels, clippers, hoes, etc.)
Portable DVD player
Fishing Poles
Garden Tiller
Flower Bubs
Developmental Play Toys
‘G’ rated DVD'’s

Stepping Stones Center is a 501(c)3
Federal ID 31-0671799

If you would like to make a wish come true,
call 513/831-4660, ext. 21

Consider including Stepping Stones Center
in your will or estate plan.

Visit us on the web:
www.steppingstonescenter.org

Steering Committee
Planning BLOOM Event

Jaomn Borchers, Julie Richardson, Julie Perrino, Juliarm
Gardner, Comnie Cook Laug and Kit Duval, members of

the BLOOM steering camittee are busy plamming another
Spectacular sumer party to benefit children and adults with
disabilities. Stepping Stanes is currently celeborating more
than 46 years of service to the Cincirmati comumnity.

Tireless friend honored (cont. from front page)

“We are strong and we are advancing to meet
the needs,” said Pettengill. The Step-Up alterna-
tive autism education program is in the midst of
an expansion to add classroom and program
space. Fundraising continues for that project,
which broke ground in April. Pettengill was a
valuable resource for much of that expansion
funding. “The people in this community are so
generous. | just ask,” she said. But she does that
very well, said her niece, Pam Terp, another
longtime Stepping Stones supporter and former
board member.

“She had no problem asking people for money,
and she did it as only Kay could do it — very
gracefully. And after someone made a donation,
she’d send you a rose. She could find money
where no one thought there was money,” said
Terp. “She wins their hearts.” Kay said it's a
matter of having a game plan and knowing your
product. She combines facts and figures with
persistence and passion. “Kay has a heart of
gold. She put Stepping Stones in that heart of
hers and it's been there ever since,” said Terp.

Pettengill is quick to point to Stepping Stones’
founders as the real heroes. Minor LeBlond and
the late Peggy Geier had children with disabilities
at a time when Greater Cincinnati had virtually no
programs to serve them. They started the sum-
mer day camp for children with disabilities in
1963, building services and building support.

“Minor and Pants Lawrence got me involved,”
said Pettengill. Minor LeBlond spoke to her on
the golf course and Lawrence, another longtime
Stepping Stones supporter, hosted a lunch where
the Stepping Stones director convinced Pettengill
to join the board over wine and thick steaks. “It
was the biggest steak I'd ever seen,” said
Pettengill. And it led to the biggest job she’s ever
seen.

Pettengill headed the Stepping Stones
transportation committee in 1971, joined the
board and eventually became president. She hit
the ground running and hasn’t stopped for 39
years. “We are so thankful for Kay Pettengill’'s
long-standing devotion to helping our community
and, in particular, for her dedication to Stepping
Stones Center and improving the lives of people
with disabilities,” said Connie Cook Laug, Bloom
chair and Stepping Stones’ board vice president.

“You don't have to talk that much about
charity, the children see and then they do,”
Pettengill said. Her own children saw her involve-
ment. Pettengill’'s son, Chip, is on the Stepping
Stones Center board. He and his wife, Lisa, are
the honorary hosts of the Bloom event that honors
Kay Pettengill.

Deborah Caley and Sam Scoggins enjoying
“Open Your Heart” at Eddie Merlot’s.

Guests at the Eddie Merlot’s event benefitting
Stepping Stones, braved a snow storm for a
festive evening and a gourmet meal.
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Jare Clarke proudly shows off her raffle prize, a
leauriful painting by artist Leslie Birckhesd.

“Open Your Heart at
Eddie Merlot’s”

The second anmual “Open Your Heart” event
at BEddie Merlot’s raised more than $40,000 for Step-
ping Stanes programs.  Snow was falling cutside, but
inside 225 guests sipped wine by the fireside while
dining an filet mignon. During the Febuary 9th event,
guests were invited to buy valentines to sponsor a
child at day canp. Special tharks to Eddie Merlot’s
management and staff for once again hosting the
sucessful evening.



Team Stepping Stones
Special thanks to the following
members of Team Stepping Stones:

Rain or shine - they walked, wheeled and ran!

Adult Services Participants
Courtney Amicon
Linda & Erin Apel

Lisa Armold
Theresa Ciampone
Mary Beth Danker

Nick Dietrich

Dan Dufresne
Fred & Gail Fischer
Susie Fulmer

Lynn Groh

Judy & Eddie Hackmeister

Ron Kleinjohn
Heather Luedtke

Jom & Mary Lou McIllwraith

Lysa Meyer
Jemifer Ostendorf

Beverly Penny-Callahan
Nicola Rebelo-Johnson
Tonya Roth
Kathy & Mark Sackett
Amy & Tom Schmidt
Deborah & Angela Stewart
Kris Speelman
Rusty Stamper
Karla Tedford
Kim Thornberry
Jason & Nick Wilson

Borchers Award
presented for

job excellence, humor
and dedication

When Cedric Campbell joined the staff as a
lifeguard at Stepping Stanes Center for children and adults
with disabilities, he som realized he was joining a family.
At the armwal board meeting in April, that family awarded
Campbell its highest honor -the Catherine Clark Borchers
award given by staff to the staff member who most
demonstrates jdb excellence with passion, dedication and
a sense of lumor.  Canpeell is a lifeguard in the aquatics
program and also has worked with the preschool partici-
pants, adult services program and pitches in wherever an
extra hand is needed.

In presenting the award, board president John Borchers John Borchers, Stepping Stones board
described Campoell as smart, talented, reliable and passionately president, presents Cedric Canpbell with a
dedicated to making a difference. When something needs doing, he commemorative plaque from staff.
is there, said Borchers.

"I love what T do,” Canpoell said. “Stepping Stanes is a great place with great pegple. This is the first time I've
had real interaction with special needs kids. I've grom in the time I've been here. I'm proud to be part of what’s happen-
ing here.” Camgoell has a degree in physical education and recreation.

Below find same of his Stepping Stones co-workers comrents in their nominations:
“He rolls with the punches — even the big “Knock Out’ anes.
“He is always smiling and happy to help however he can.”
“He has a sweet spirit ard is good-natured to the core.
“If the day is a hard ae, lodkirg at his calm disposition helps me hold it together.”
“He always has a moment to acknowledge others and works toward finding conmon

ground with everyone he meets.”

“He's willing to help where he is needed ard finds a positive reason to accept arty assigment.”

. “His smile is amstant: smiling while bleaching the pool walls, smiling while shoveling a foot of snow
in front of Hillside Hall, smiling while chasing a runaway preschooler.”

. “He surely nust have a bad day every ance in a while, but no ane ever sees it.” *
Stepping Stanes is truly blessed to have Cedric Campoell as a part of our family!

EAVE A LEGACY’
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Wagon Ho at Day Camp

Day Camp Stepping Stone campers recently
enjoyed a handicapped accessible mule-drawn wagon
ride around the camp grounds courtesy of the Gorman
Farm Harmess Club. The wagon was specially built to
accommodate wheelchairs.

Volunteers from The Harmess Club of Gorman
Farm are offering days of wagm rides at several local
prograns serving children with disabilities, according to
volunteer driver Chuck Melampy. Mules Jim and George
were egpecially chosen for their patience and friendly
demeznor towards children. This is the fivst year the
Gorman Farm wagon has provided rides outside the farm.

A Slice of Sunshine

Menbers of the Cincimmati Board of Realtors
served Up a picnic of fried chicken, sandwiches,
baked beans, slaw, macaroni and cheese and a
huge cake decorated with a sury rainbow at the
armual Operation Sunshine picnic for canpers at
Stepping Stanes’ Canp Allyn. The picnic is an
anmmual event at the summer residential camp owned
by the Cincimmati Rotary and operated by Stepping
Stones Center.

The realtors have been providing a picnic for
canpers with disabilities for 38 years. The project is
a joint effort with ARC of Hamilton County, which
also benefits from a doation by the realtors.

Additional Summer Camp
Volunteers Wanted

Record breaking rmumbers of campers are enrolling
in both Day and Residential Overnight Canps this season.
Volunteers are needed througout the summer to support
staff and assure the day campers have a great experience.

Volunteers should be at least 13 years old ard
MUST comitt to a minimum of 5 days of volunteer
service. Training is provided for ALL voluntesrs an their ,
first day. Comunity service hours are recorded daily. A B
volunteer application packet and registration form can be
downloaded by visiting www.steppingstonescenter.org or
amtact the volunteer office with questions - 513-831-4660,
ext. 27.

John Ahrens
from
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bobenread

Elizabeth Borgmenke
from
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Borgmenke

Amy Rebecca Collins
from
Charlotte Woodson

John & Shirley Davis
from
The John & Shirley Davis Foundation

Robert Flymn
from
Sherwood Deforest
Ralph Flymn
Lois Hathom
Pauline Lojinger
Joseph Marinello

Walter ‘Pete’ Geier
from
Henry Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Alfers
Compton Allyn
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Andress
Mr. & Mrs. Brunoi Znello
Dr. Carolyn Asbury
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Avril
Mr. & Mrs. Jamn Avril
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Barham
Eleanor Block
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bloom
Ruth Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Bunis
CFRPHD LLC
Catharine Chapman
Paul Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. David Cummings
Mr. & Mrs. A. Burton Closson
Carol (ole
Michael Coombe
The John & Shirley Davis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William DeWitt
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Feltrup
Barlara Fitch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Forberg
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Geier
Susanne Geier
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Grever
Dale Hays

Memorial Contributions Received

Ann Howard
Hnt Club Clothiers
Christina Kaminsky
Mr. & Mrs. Reuven Katz
Mr. & Mrs. William Keating
Margaret Kite
Polk ILaffoon
Polly Iaffom
Susan Laffoon
Peter Levick
Barbara Lewis
Dr. Daniel Iucas
Dr. & Mrs. Rdoert Inkin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Marvin
Robert Mauk
Mary Meanwell
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Misrach
Elodie Murphy
Dr. & Mrs. Rabert Mclaurin
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart McLean
Shirley Nelson
The Newman Foundation
Paula Ott
Peg Pauly
Joan Peck
Esther Power
Mr. & Mrs. Kroger Pettengill
Dr. & Mrs. Rdoert Preston
Sue Radabaugh
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Richards
Sheila Rdbertson
Arthur Rosen
Marianne Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider
John Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shook
Mary Smyth
Ruth Sproull
Ethan Stanley
John Steele
Joyce Stivers
Mr. & Mrs. David Summa
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Townsend
Mr. & Mrs. George Tapke
Richard Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Williams
Mr. & Mrs. W.J. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Verkanmp
Wommack Family Fund

Laverne Ester Hutcherson
from
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Byme
Ron Kleinjdm

(Nov. thru June)

Kathleen Spellman McLaurin
from
Edward Geier
Susanne Geier
Miriam Goel
Minor LeBlond
Dr. & Mrs. Robert McLaurin

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Menchhofer

Robert Schiff
from
Mr. & Mrs. James Aglamesis

John B. Schmidt, Jr.
fram
Vickie Schmidt

Steve Scoggins
from
Nancy Carter
Debbie McDonough
New Horizons Credit Union
Givuadan
Phillip Humeldorf
Erin Moeller
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Paul
Saundra Richardson
Karen Scoggins
David Taylor
Argela Tullis

Albert Strasser
from
J & PA ILtd. LIP

William Wommack
from

Mr. & Mrs. Kroger Pettengill

Harold Ulrich
from
Russell Arthon
Jack Brown
Carol (ole
Betty Dubin
Susan Henderon
Carol Hodbler
Larry Lambert
Rita Page
Peg Pauly
Esther Power
Suzanne Randolph
Mr. & Mrs. William Selzer
Paulette Waag

Robert Helmholz
William Herraon
Theresa Hirschauer
Hugh Hoffman

For Your Convenience

please use the Reply Envelope provided to mail
memorials or honorarium gifts to Stepping Stones.

Mrs. Mark Upson IIT
from

Mr. & Mrs. Kroger Pettengill




